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city for the sake of the schools. He was then only ten or twelve years
old; but he far outstripped his age in the proficiency which he made in
learning, and still more by the fervour with which he daily advanced in
piety and devotion. He was judged equal in oratory to the best masters
in that country when he removed to Constantinople, where Libanius, a
heathen, the most celebrated rhetorician of that age and one of the first
men of the empire, gave public lectures with the greatest applause. This
professor was charmed with the abilities, gravity, and virtue of his scholar.
He testifies in his epistles that he was in raptures as often as he heard
him speak in public. He ever after kept an epistolary correspondence
with him, and gave him constant marks of the highest esteem and venera-
tion.1 When Basil had made himself master of whatever the schools of
Csesarea and Constantinople were able to teach him, the same laudable
thirst after useful learning carried him to Athens.

St Basil, who had first met and contracted an intimacy with St Gregory
Nazianzen at Caesarea, was overjoyed to find so worthy a friend at Athens
in 352. St Gregory, who was arrived there a little before, had credit
enough to procure his friend a welcome reception, and the great reputation
and gravity of Basil protected him from the rude treatment with which the
scholars were wont to receive new comers.2 A sympathy of inclinations,
an equal ardour for virtue and learning, and a mutual esteem for each
other's piety and great qualities, formed between the two saints a friend-
ship which was not founded in a light and variable affection, but in rooted
love and motives of true virtue. Hence no jealousy, envy, impatience, or
other passion was ever able to impair the union of their hearts, which
was not like the passions of youth, resembling a spring flower which
quickly fades, and founded only in base interest, sense, or pleasure. They
had no other interest or desire than to consecrate themselves entirely to
God, and to be to each other a mutual comfort, spur, and assistance in
attaining to this great end. No passion more easily betrays youth than
that of sensual fondness begun under the sacred name of friendship; nor
is there anything in which they are to be more strongly upon their guard
against themselves, lest what at first seems virtue terminate in passion.
This holy pair of perfect friends, by their reservedness, watchfulness, con-
firmed habit of mortification of their senses, and assiduous prayer, main-
tained themselves free from the dangerous snares which the enemy of
souls never fails to throw in the way on such occasions. They conversed
together with such gravity that they might have seemed angels destitute
of bodies. With this regard over themselves, they enjoyed all the support
and succour which holy friendship in God is capable of affording to pious
souls. They had the same lodging and the same table; they pursued
the same employments, and seemed to have but one will All things
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